“Tattoo” Tom Mitchell Returns to Ring on May 2 at Patriot Center
Boxer to Fight Again in Memory of Fallen Daughter and Raise Money for Cancer Fund

FAIRFAX, VA (March 23, 2009) – After fighting valiantly in his professional boxing debut last November,  Centreville boxer “Tattoo” Tom Mitchell (0-1) is preparing to return to the ring for a rematch against Yieta Johnson (1-2, 1 KO) on May 2 at the Jimmy Lange headlined Patriot Center card, but with a different mindset. His 18-year daughter, Shayla Mitchell, who provided tremendous motivation and even accompanied him to the ring on fight night, ultimately lost her struggle with cancer and passed away on January 28, 2009.  

While the handyman-turned-inspirational boxer never intended to step back inside the square circle after losing by second-round technical knockout (TKO) to Johnson last year, a sense of continuing to fight – just as Shayla did every day while battling the deadly disease– and the opportunity to use the sport to help generate more awareness and raise funds for the worthy cause proved a powerful motivating force.
“One of the last things my daughter said to me before she passed away was ’Am I still brave Dad?’ “After she died I asked myself the same question,” said Mitchell, who plans to have several special guests accompany him to ring this time around.
Just like last time, the promoter has agreed to donate one-third of all of Mitchell’s personal tickets sales plus his entire fight purse to Growing Hope, a local 501(c) charitable organization.  Ice Promotions presented the non-profit group with a check for over $7,000 as result of Mitchell’s efforts.
Inside the ring, Mitchell is working just as hard with the Alexandria Boxing Club (ABC) and trainers Dennis Porter and Kay Koroma who have generously donated their time and expertise to help prepare him for this bout.  Johnson, meanwhile, who has expressed compassion for Mitchell’s plight especially as a father of three, still plans to go all out to win the rematch and not hold back against his opponent.
For information about Mitchell’s quest, including details on special events being planned and a regular journal that the fighter pens to his daughter, log onto www.stillbrave.com.  

Great Falls, Virginia junior middleweight Jimmy Lange headlines the May 2 event and will fight for the WBC USNBC 154-pound championship title fight. Doors open at 6:30pm with the first fight set for 7:30pm.  Tickets, priced at $20, $50, $75, $100, $150, $200, $300 and $500 (plus applicable service charges), can be purchased through Ticketmaster by logging onto www.ticketmaster.com, calling 703-573-SEAT, 202-397-SEAT or 410-547-SEAT or by visiting any Ticketmaster outlet, including the Patriot Center box office. For group sales and sponsorship opportunities, please call (703) 536-6060.
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